by poorer quality porcelain than is available today. The weakness of the porcelain resulted in frequent fractures not seen now.
Root fillings were not very common and post crowns were supported by pre-formed metal and in some cases screw posts. When rubber base impression arrived we made cast gold posts.
The road to partial/full dentures was not as gradual as now. The norm in neglected mouths was to extract upper and lower posterior teeth, allow a three month healing period and then do F/F replacement, providing immediate replacement of upper and lower six anterior teeth. This would be followed with new dentures after six months. In the case of ladies, 'small, white teeth' were preferred Despite the advances with digital X-rays today, they were still highly valuable half a century ago. The output beam from the machine was wider than in the machines of today. Instead of an OPG I had intensifying plates, which allowed for an accurate image of one half-face at a time, much easier than today with small images. The only difference was that we would have the patient wear a lead apron while having an X-ray.
The advent of fluoride in toothpaste has helped enormously with dental public health. In the past, there were no luxuries like dental hygienists. Team members included just the dental nurse and dentist. Graduating from Bart's and The London in 2012 and after completing The British Dental Association's (BDA's) magazine for dental students, Launchpad, has relaunched this autumn as BDJ Student.
After months of planning and preparation, the first issue is being published this September. Its new name strengthens the BDJ brand, which includes flagship title the BDJ and BDJ Team -an online magazine for the dental team launched in March 2014.
As well as the new name, the successor to Launchpad, which was originally launched in the 1990s, has a new look and a wider range of content. The Clinical section brings students the latest research and revision questions to test their knowledge, as well as 'how to' guides. The Professional section provides detailed career profiles of inspirational people in the profession; and an expanded version of the popular ethical dilemma feature from Launchpad. BDJ Student is available to all student and first year graduate members of the BDA and is available online at www.bdjstudent.co.uk. For information on BDA student membership please visit www.bda.org/studentjoin.
